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Life on Vacation

Aweeldy look at the second-home marlket
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Many visitors to Hawaii's Big Island fantasize about owning a second
home there. According to the island's visitor bureau, only 1.3% of them
do. The appeals are many. Though it is the largest Hawaiian island at
maore than 4,000 square miles — more than twice the size of all the oth-
ers combined — it has just 177,000 residents. Ohe caveat: Violcanic
sm (dubbed “vog") from Kilauea Volcano has caused health problems

arm to agriculture.

The island soars from sandy beaches to the state's highest peak,
smwca;ln.lped Mauna Kea at 13,796 feet, and boasts a variety of scenery,

y and weather, The island has the world's Jargest volcano,
Mauna Loa, the state's only UNESCO World Heri
world's best deep-sea fishing and more than 250 miles of coastline,

“There’s more diversity here,” says Brice Sloan of Centex, developer
of the Hali'i Kai commumity within Waikeoloa resort. “You have snow on
Mauna Kea and you're surfing below. People like that variery."

The majority of second-home owners live on Hawaii's west coast,
where temperatures are 71 to 77 degrees year-round. More than a doz-
en of the state's finest golf courses are lined up one after another, along
with beaches, marinas, restaurants and tourism infrastructure, in-
cluding a very convenient airport. “There are a lot more direct flights in-
to Kona, from as far as Chicago,” Sloan says. "It used to be more rs
from the West Coast, but now we get all over, even New York."

The main town is Kailua-Kona, near the airport, and south of that is
the Kona coast, famed for its ﬁsJ'ung water sports and the only domestic
coffee production. With more full-time residents and less resort feel,
Kona has lower prices. North of Kailua-Kona s the Kohala coast, home to
several lavish golf communities including Hualalai Resort, Mauna Kea

Site, some of the

- Resort, Waikoloa Beach Resort and Mauna Lani Resort, all of which con-

tain mostly part-time owners. Kohala also has several exclusive gated
non-golf communities, many of them expensive.
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A look at three Big Island
neighborhoods

= Wailioloa: At the northern end of the

ﬂﬁéﬂ;& this is the most affordable 01;
communities. It spans near|

1,400 acres and includes two quality pub-
lic courses, a Hilton and a Marriott, more
than two dozen restaurants, a swim-with-
dolphins facility, and two ing cen-
ters. There are a wide range of price and
size options, with condos from the high
$300,000s, homes reaching around
£2 million and everything in between
[Waikoloabeachresort.com).

# Hualalai: The southernmaost of the Kohala

olf communities, Hualalai is also the prici-

est, [ts Four Seasons hotel and two private
olf courses have won numerous awards,
including best in Hawaii. It's carved from
oceanfront black lava fields on nearly

900 acres, and there are no condos, just
homes, from $1.5 to $29 million, though

most are in the $3 million-$4 million range

(Hualalairesort.com).
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coast, and though a bit commercial for
SOITe, lthasam:geufaﬂb{dahlecondas

near shops and testaurants, a walking path

along the seawall, and the island’s main
marina, renowned for its trophy tuna fish-
ing. Small two-bedroom condos can be
had from the low $200,000s, and there is
awide selection of properties in the
$400,000-$700,000 range.
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On the marlket: This new condo is in th.E
Hali'i Kai development wathm Waikoloa.

l’ﬂﬂdrange pm:e* $450,ﬂﬁ0

> Bedrooms: 2 ;

» Bathrooms: 2

+ Size: 1,204 square feet (including lanai)

= Features: Bedrooms have attached full
baths, tile fﬁom]s{thmug!mt. mn and
laundry room, Homeowners Pprivate
beach club with pool, tennis, fitness
center and restaurant, plus access to
Whaikoloa resort amenities, including golf.

- Hulmmr
ﬂﬂ the marlet: This two-level town huuse
in'Hualalai overlooks the golf course with
ur:emmstas and is hemgsuld full:,r funusheﬂ

» Size: 2,657 square feet, 940-5q -t lanais

» Features: Marble and mahogany floor-
ing, commercial-grade appliances, wine
fridge, great room with wet bar, dual
lanais — one with outdoor kitchen,
garden and shower and detached garage.




